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" That the action of the House of Lords in refusing to pass into law 1909
the financial provision made by this House for the service of the year is Age 5
a breach of the Constitution and a usurpation of the rights of the
Commons."
In a serious argument enlivened by brilliant raillery he covered
the whole ground of recent controversy between the two Houses,
and summed up the immediate issue in his closing words :
" The House of Lords has deliberately chosen its ground. They have
elected to set at nought, in regard to finance, the unwritten but time-
honoured conventions of our Constitution. In so doing, whether they
foresaw it or not, they have opened a wider and a more far-reaching
issue. We have not provoked the challenge. We believe that the first
principles of representative government, aa embodied in our slow, our
ordered, but ever-broadening developments, are at stake, and we ask
the House of Commons by this resolution to-day, as, at the earliest
possible moment we shall ask the constituencies of the country, to declare
that the organ and voice of the free people of this country is to be found
in the elected representatives of the nation."
The resolution was carried by a majority of 215 (349 to 134), and
Parliament was dissolved on 3rd December, the first day of the
General Election being fixed for 14th January in the New Year.
On 15th December the King's Secretary, Lord Knollys, had a
conversation with Asquith's Secretary, Mr. Vaughan Nash, which the
latter reported to his chief in the following memorandum :
Memorandum by Mr. Vaughan Nash.
10 DOWNING STKBET,
WHITHHAIX, S.W.
Dec. 15, 1909.
Lord Knollys asked me to see him this afternoon and he began by
saying that the King had come to the conclusion that he would not be
justified in creating new peers (say 300) until after a second general
election and that he, Lord K., thought you should know of this now,
though, for the present he would suggest that what he was telling ixie
should be for your ear only. The King regards the policy of the Govern-
ment as tantamount to the destruction of the House of Lorda and he
thinks that before a large creation of Peers is embarked upon or threatened
the country should be acquainted with the particular project for
accomplishing such destruction as well as with fh& general li&e of action
as to which the country will be consulted at the forthcoming Elections.
When it came to discussing this more in detail the following points
emerged:
L That if the plan adopted for dealing with the Veto follows tHe
general lines of the House of Commons resolution coupled<with shorten
Parliaments (the King prefers four years to five) the King would
though apparently he would still hesitate to create Peers.